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GOD’S MILITARY COURIERS 
Pastor Jim Dunn  

 

Romans 10:5-17 

The Message of Salvation to All 

5 For Moses writes about the righteousness that is based on the law, that the person 

who does the commandments shall live by them. 6 But the righteousness based on 

faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring 

Christ down) 7 “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from 

the dead). 8 But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your 

heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9 because, if you confess with your 

mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, 

you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the 

mouth one confesses and is saved. 11 For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in 

him will not be put to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; 

for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him. 13 For 

“everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 

 

14 How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they 

to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without 

someone preaching? 15 And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is 

written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” 16 But they 

have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has 

heard from us?” 17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of 

Christ. 
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Sensitive, classified, secret documents. How can they be safely carried? How can they 

be safely moved from an office in Washington DC to a battlefield commander 

thousands of miles away? In our early history, in order to move sensitive documents 

from Washington to our ambassadors or military commanders overseas, American ship 

captains were used. Or, selected American travelers were even used. Civilians were 

used to carry secret documents. They were called Bearers of Dispatches. It wasn’t until 

World War I, that regular soldiers were trained and tasked to do this work. And today 

all of the branches of our military carry out this work together under a joint command, 

the Defense Courier Service.   

 

Military couriers were what Isaiah was talking about when he said, “How beautiful are 

the feet of those who preach good news!” Isaiah was talking about sensitive and joyful 

information being carried from the battlefield back to the folks at home. Isaiah had 

been allowed to see a future in which God’s people were living as captives in 

Babylon. A future in which, after 50 years of living as captives, along would come a 

guy from Persia, named Cyrus. In an audacious and daring move, Cyrus would lead 

troops in an invasion of Babylon. The Persian army would win such a decisive victory 

against the Babylonian army in 538 BC, that it would make Cyrus emperor over all of 

the Babylonian territories. That was step one.  

 

Step one: Cyrus is victorious. Step Two: Cyrus sets the Israelites free from Babylon to 

return home to Jerusalem. So, Isaiah prophesied that when step one happened, the 

Israelites in Babylon would send couriers to Jerusalem to deliver this sensitive and joyful 

information. Because step two was about to happen. That’s what this verse is about. 

Military couriers running into Jerusalem with the good news that Cyrus had won and 

that Jerusalem’s people would soon be coming home. To Jerusalem there was no 

sight so beautiful as the racing feet of those couriers who announced good news: 

“How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news, who say to Zion, ‘Your God 

reigns!’” (Isaiah 52:7) 
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God sets things right. And He still sends couriers to tell that message. That’s what Paul 

was saying to Jesus’ followers in Rome. God set things right between Himself and us. 

We don’t set things between God and us by doing good to make up for our mistakes, 

because nothing we could ever do would ever be enough. God sets things right 

between Himself and us through His Son, Jesus, and by giving us what we need to 

believe that. Romans 10:10: “For with the heart one believes and is made right with 

God.” But how are people to believe this if all they have ever been taught is that you 

have to make up for the bad things you do? Someone needs to tell them this good 

news of how God makes things right between Himself and us through Jesus. That 

someone is you. 

 

God sends couriers to tell this good news. “How beautiful are the feet of those who 

proclaim good news.” God sends you to carry this good news. And like a military 

courier, you are under orders. Your orders, indeed the orders Christ has given to the 

church because all command authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 

Him…your orders are: “Go, and make disciples, baptizing them and teaching them.” 

Those are our orders.  

 

For the most part we understand the seriousness of disobeying a direct order. We 

understand that if Bowe Bergdahl is found guilty of desertion, he will not be merely 

handed his pink slip along with his last check. He will be put in prison for the kind of 

disobedience that gets people killed. In our history soldiers found guilty of desertion 

were given a death sentence.  

 

But sometimes, like Bowe Bergdahl may have done, we get confused. We get 

confused about what it is we’re doing and about what we are and about what is at 

stake. We forget that we are in a war, and that if our enemy the devil has put in this 

much time and energy he is not going to just lay down and let us plunder his territory. 

We forget that what we are is soldiers of the cross and that people’s lives depend on 

our actions and the decisions we make. Among soldiers, the mission always comes first. 

Every day. Every hour. Every minute.  
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But sometimes we think and act instead as if we are the members of an organization 

and that therefore what we want matters, without consideration for the mission or for 

those who are dying. Sometimes we get so confused we even think of the church as a 

business. Well, in business when somebody makes a mistake, a sale may be lost or an 

employee may get fired. But if we fail our mission, if we fail to deliver the good news, 

then what’s at stake is that people die and they die for eternity. 

 

God is calling today. He is blowing the trumpet, calling us into mortal combat. This is a 

life and death thing. Ours is a spiritual warfare in this world. This is the Lord’s battle. This 

is our victory. Because the cross was the site of a battle. What Martin Luther called “a 

magnificent duel,” a struggle in which Jesus invaded the realm of the devil to defeat 

him decisively, to defeat him forever. The signs of the cross and the empty Easter tomb 

are the signs of God’s invasion of enemy territory. At the cross and the grave Jesus 

invaded the realm of sin and death, the devil’s territory. He risked His life for you. He fell 

on the grenade for you. He died in your place. Not only did He defeat the devil. He 

defeated the death sentence that had been handed down to you. He set things right 

between God and you.  

 

Step one: Jesus wins the victory that crushes the devil and conquers sin and death. 

Step two: Jesus’ victory sets us free from the punishment of hell.   

 

Step three: Jesus’ victory sets us free from our confusion. Jesus’ victory will not let us sit 

still or stagnate in personal opinions that are beneath us as soldiers of the cross and 

that are not founded upon God’s Word. Jesus’ victory sets our feet in motion to be 

beautiful feet, the beautiful feet of God’s military couriers. Jesus’ victory breaks our 

chains of silence. Jesus’ victory raises our voices to proclaim the good news of Jesus’ 

victory. Now, we can speak the name of Jesus everywhere we go. It’s “in your mouth,” 

Paul says, “and in your heart.” “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart 

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim).” 

 

So, blow the trumpet in Zion! Beat your plowshares back into swords! Beat your pruning 

hooks back into spears! This is the Lord’s battle! This is our victory! For many, this is still 

news to them, welcome news!     AMEN!! 


